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Welcome to a New Addition of Sohbet

We're delighted to put together another
addition of Sohbet, where we will try to
recapture the events and other noteworthy
happenings from 2008 and try to give you a
flavor of what's coming up in 2009. Last
year has been extremely busy year for
TAAM. We've successfully organized
events that are must-haves’ every year
including Republic Day, Children's Day,
Ramazan Bayrami etc. We've had the great
privilege to host Consul General of Turkey
in Chicago Hon. Kenan Ipek. We've also
spent time visiting offices of elected
representatives of Minnesota and the
hopefuls just before the elections in
November 08 to discuss issues of the
Turkish community in MN. And yes, we
have also elected a new board of directors,
that is as eager as the last one to keep the
momentum of TAAM growing with new
events, fundraising activities to become a
strong voice in the Turkish American
community in the US. With these warm
thoughts, we wish you and your family a
happy and healthy 2009.

TAAM Board of Directors
Tea Social Hour

TAAM organized and sponsored several tea
parties in the first months of 2008 to provide
opportunities for members and newcomers
to socialize and build friendships. We've
used the Pearl Recreation Center to hold
these events and the central location of th
center combined with the enthusiasm of

(U

members made these events a success, whjle

kids got to spend their energy and have fun.
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Yeni bir Sohbet’e Hosgeldiniz

Sohbet haber bultenimizin bu yeni say s nda
2008 y| etkinliklerimizi gbzden gecirip
2009 ylnda bizi nelerin bekledi
konular na deineceiz. Geride b rakt m z

y | TAAM icin son derece youn bir donem
oldu. Her vyl dizenlenmesi gereken
Cumhuriyet Bayram, Cocuk Bayram ve
Ramazan Bayram kutlamalarn bayla
dizenledik. ikago Konsolosumuz Say n
Kenan pek’i a rlamaktan son derece gurur
duyduk. Ayrca Kasm 2008 segimleri
Oncesinde Minnesota Temsilci adaylar ile
MN Turk Toplulu u konularinda goru

al veri inde bulunduk ve daha sonra segilen
Temsilcileri makamlar nda ziyaret ettik.

Gittikce artmakta olan TAAM hareketini
blyuk bir dzveri ile devam ettirmek lzere
secilen yeni yonetim kurulumuz Tirk-
Amerikan topluluunun Amerika’daki etkin
temsilcileri olarak géreve biad lar.

Tum bu iyi Gmitlerle sizlere ve ailelerinize
mutluluk ve sal k dolu 2009 y | diliyoruz.

TAAM Yonetim Kurulu
Cay Patrtisi

2008 ylInn ilk aylarnda eski ve yeni
TAAM dyelerinin biraraya gelerek tanp

yeni arkada klar kurullmasi amac yla
TAAM bir ¢cok cay partisini f nanse etti. Bu
etkinliklerimiz i¢cin merkezi bir noktada olan

Pearl Recreation Center’  kulland k.
Cocuklar elenerek aktivitelerde bulunurken
dyelerimizin ¢coku dolu katlm bu

beraberlikleri baar | k Imaya yetti.

TAAM




National Sovereignty & Children’s Day

The Children’s day event was a little more
special in 2008. The event was held in April
at Pearl Center in Minneapolis. Minnesota’s
unpredictable weather was in our favor thig
year and as such over 40 children from al
ages spend a fair amount of time in the
playground, read their writings about
Turkiye, Ataturk and 23 Nisan (those who
did were given prizes), played musical
instruments and we have even brought in

magician to entertain the kids in this very

Ulusal Egemenlik ve Cocuk Bayrami

Minneapolis Pearl Center'da Nisan ay nda
kutlanan 40'n uzerinde cili ya lardan
cocuk ve genclerin kat Id 2008 y | Cocuk
Bayram kutlamalar biraz daha ¢a dolu
gecti. Cocuklar  catli hediyelerle
ddullendirilen Ataturk ve 23 Nisan konulu
c¢al malarn  sundular, oyun parknda
oyunlar oynad lar, cdli muzik
enstrimanlar cald lar ve ayr ca Ataturk'in
onlara armaan ettii bu ginde ilgiyle
izledikleri sihirbaz gbésteriside diizenlend..

important holiday that Ataturk has left for
them.

Festival of Nations

2008 was another successful Festival of Nationsitef@ TAAM. We participated in many
events from adult folk dances to Turkish café amtiit Booth. Many thanks to our volunteers
and leaders, in short, everyone participated andentgestival of Nations a proud event for
TAAM as well as successful and fun. We could natehdone without you!

We successfully represented our rich Turkish ceigmthe Café. Our menu included Lahmacun,
Borek, Tantuni, Meze platter with hummus and caygurt dip, Stuffed grape leaves, Bean
Salad, Rice Pilaf with Garbanzo Beans, Baklavakisbr Café, Tea and Lemonade. Caspian
Bistro opened their kitchen to us to prepare abéhfoods all volunteers made all the difference
with their hard work and skills in the kitchen.

The exhibit featured the theme of “Art and Architee”. TAAM conducted live demonstrations
of the art of “Ebru” or “Water Marbling”, which haeft many attending the festival mesmerized
with the beauty of the colored paper. Big thanksPimar Serim and Deniz Kalayci for
volunteering their time for putting the booth tdgat and spending the entire four days
demonstrating the Ebru.

This year Festival of Nations will be held betweiril 30" and May &, 2009. We are looking
for volunteers:

To prepare/cook foods at Caspian Restaurant on Mondpril 27", 2009 — please
contact Serpil Metin at 952-465-6198s@rpil9metin@yahoo.comor the cafe

To help at the Exhibition booth (theme Transpootatand Invention) — please contact
Aylin Jepsen aaylin7 @gmail.com

To participate in the Folk Dance group (adult oildrlen) — please contact Nergis
Petersen atergis@charter.net

To participate in the TAAM Koro — please contactrileAtay atmeralatay@yahoo.com

As always all volunteers will get free entrancekeitts) and will be invited to our volunteer
appreciation event in June. Thanks for your heladvance.
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Festival of Nations (Uluslar Festivali)

Her y | oldu u gibi 2008 y | nda da TAAM, Uluslar Festivalindékémizi Folklérden, Turkish
Kafe ve Sergiye kadar bir cok alanda dra ile temsil etti. Festivali TAAM’ n gurur kayna
olmas n salayan yoneticilerimizden gonillulerimize kadar lcaaetkinli e kat lan herkese
sonsuz teekkdirler. Siz olmadan bunu gercekieemezdik! Kafede zengin Turk mutfan buydk
bir ba ar yla temsil ettik. Mentiimuzde Lahmacun, Borek, tian Meze Taba (humus ve havug
salatal ), Yaprak Sarmas, Piyaz, Nohutlu PilavkiBea, Tirk Kahvesi, Cay ve Limonatadan
olu mu tu. Caspian Bistro gonullulerimize yemek haz rlaanaicin mutfa n acarak blyuk bir
destekte bulundu.

Serginin konusu “Sanat Ve Mimari” olarak belirlerstni TAAM festivali ziyaret edenleri
renkleriyle buyuleyen canli “Ebru” sanati gostermhde bulundu. Ebru gosterileri ve sergi
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hazirlamakla gonullu olan Deniz Kalayci ve PinariB®efestival boyunca yogun calismalariyla

bizi temsil ettiler.

Bu y | Uluslar Festivali 30 Nisan — 3 May s taghl arasinda kutlanacak. Asdaki konularda

siz gondllilerin yard mlar n z bekliyoruz.

Caspian Restorant da 27 Nisan 2009 tarihinde ydragklanmasi ve pirilmesi. Kafe de

haz rl klar ve sat. Bu konuyla ilgili lutfen Serpil Metin’'le goériiniz .

6198 veyaSerpil9Metin@yahoo.com

Tel# 952 465-

Sergide gonullu olmak isteyenler lutfen Aylin Jepde gort tiniiz.Aylin7 @gmail.com

Folklor ekibinde (cocuk ve yetinler) Nergis Peterson la gufintz.Nergis@charter.net

TAAM korosunda yer almak
Meralatay@yahoo.com

isteyenler

lutfen Meral aga irtibat kurunuz.

Her zaman oldw gibi festivalde gonulli olan Gyelerimize Ucretéestival bileti verilecek ve
tum gonadlliler Teekkidr Yemeine davet edilecekler. imdiden yard mlar n z igin teekkirler.

Summer Picnic

We held our traditional TAAM Summer
picnic at Hyland Park in the week of 4th of
July as historically we have been doing. It
was another successful event. There wer
more than 80 people in attendance. Thd
chutes and ladders part of the park was quit
memorable for our kids. What memorable
for the rest of us was the great food,
wonderful conversations, and friendly
welcoming atmosphere. We are looking
forward to seeing you all again in our
traditional Summer Picnic in 2009.

(O]

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Volunteer appreciation dinner was held af
Pearl Center with the delicious food catered
from Caspian Bistro, including doner, pilav,
Turkish salads etc. to honor and appreciat
the contributions of all of the Festival of
Nations volunteers and their immediate
families. Around 70 volunteers (out of
100+) and their families had the time to
attend this event. Again, with your help, we
made it possible to represent the Turkish
culture, food and folk dances to all those
who attend the Festival of Nations. Thanks!

U
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Yaz Piknigi

TAAM Geleneksel Yaz piknigi, her zaman
oldugu uzere 2008 yilinda da 4 Temmuz
haftasinda Hyland Park’da gerceklesti.
Gecmiste oldugu gibi piknige katilim

oldukca yuksekti ve dostlarimiz keyifli vakit

gecirdiler. Ozellikte cocuklar oyun parkinda
neseli saatler yasadilar. Yeni insanlar,
dostlarla tanismak, tanidiklarimizla hasret
gidermekle birlikte katilimcilarin getirdikleri

yemekler, harika sohbetler piknigimizi cok
daha zevk verdi. Sizleri 2009 piknigimizde
aramizda gormekten memnunluk duyacagiz.

Gonullulerimize Tesekkur Yemegi

Bu Ozel giiniimiiz icin Caspian Restorann
lezzetli yemekleri Pearl center da
gondllilerimize sunuldu. Doner, pilav ve
salata vs den olan menumizle derli
gondllilerimize ve yakn aile bireylerine
te ekkir edebilme firsat n bulduk. Yakl&
yetmii a kin gonillimuz ve aileleri bu
etkinli e zaman ayrdlar. Ve tekrar sizin
desteinizle Turk Kualttrind, mutfan ve
folklorini baaryla temsil edebildik.
Hepinize sonsuz tekkdrler!




2009 Events Calendar

Please keep in mind that most up-to-date informaiticluding hours and locations can be found
on our newly renovated and updated wehsitev. TAAM.org

March 21 Spring Social

April 25 Children's Day

April 30-May 3 Festival of Nations

June 6 Volunteer Appreciation

July 11 4th of July Picnic

September 20 Student Welcome and Ramazan Bayrami
November 7 Republic Day Dinner

December 6 Kurban Bayrami

New Year's Part

Tarih, yer ve saatlere iliskin en son bilgileri dek internet adresimizden edinebilirsini
www.TAAM.org Dernek sitemiz son gunlerde yeniden guncellenmistifen siteyi ziyaret edin.

Republic Day Celebration

The Republic Day Celebration was held at IDS Towerdowntown Minneapolis, in a
breathtaking atmosphere 50 floors above the groWdve had over 130 members, non-

members and guests that joined us to celebrat@5thgear of the independence of the Republic
of Turkey. The program for the night was very rich.

TAAM hosted Honorable Kenan Ipek, Consul Generallafkey in Chicago as the guest of
honor. He has delivered the keynote speech of idite.\We are very grateful for his presence
and his courtesy to accommodate this event in hgy lschedule. The following day, TAAM

Board of Directors met with Consul General for an@ay Brunch in Minneapolis to talk about

the issues of Turkish community in the US and wagscan collaborate with the Consulate as
well as other Turkish American associations inlitg
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In addition, we have been very fortunate to hostaPiBasgoze, locally renowned pianist and
TAAM member during the Republic Day event as wshe performed pieces from Ulvi Cemal
Erkin, Adnan Saygun and Fazil Say and delightethcmughout the night.

Another highlight of the night was the live Turkishusic performed by Guvenc and Burk
Orchestra that delighted us for about 1.5 houré withumber of pieces from a large array of

Turkish musicians. And let us say that the dancerflvas never empty. For more pictures visit
our website.
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And finally, TAAM organized another
successful fundraising, this time generating
over $1,100 through the raffle drawing to be
sent to the Turkish charity of “Baba Beni
Okula Gonder” that uses funds explicitly to
increase the participation of girls in higher
education in Turkey. This year's raffle
prizes ranged from hotel stays to gift
certificates for local stores and restaurants
and even an airline ticket. We thank
individuals and companies who donated
items for the raffle drawing. Please visit our
website to see the full list of companies
providing donations to the event. We also
extend our thanks to Mr. Ahmet Akal who
ran the raffle drawing that night.

During the Republic Day celebration, we had theoopmity to thank Ms. Serpil Metin, the
outgoing president of TAAM, who has led the orgatian for the last 3 years. We are very
grateful for her dedicated service to the Turkismeiican community. The TAAM Board
presented her with several memorabilia to thank fberher unyielding volunteering efforts.

Thank you Serpil!
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Cumbhuriyet Bayrami Kutlamasi

Cumhuriyet Bayrammz IDS Tower n 50. katnn dédci ortamnda kutland . Turkiye
Cumbhuriyetinin bamszl nn 85. yl| déonimi 130 konuk ver tGyemizin kat [dzengin bir
program ile ¢okuyla kutland . ikago BaKonsolosumuz Say npek TAAM'n onur konuu
olarak gecemize katld ve acgkonumas n yapt. Youn program na bu geceyide dahil ederek
varl ile bizi onurland rd igin kendisine minnettar z. Ertesi gin TAAM y6metkurulu ile
Minneapolis'te Pazar kahvaltas nda b@luumuz Bakonsolosumuzla Amerika’daki Turk
topluluklar konular nda fikir alveri inde bulunuldu. Dier Tirk Amerikan dernekleriyle
ili kilerin geli tirilmesi ve bu konularda Konsoloslun destekte bulunmas Uzerinde duruldu.

Minnesota ¢ap nda isim yapml AAM (yesi piyanistimiz P nar Bgoze'yi a rlamaktan gurur
duyduk. Ulvi Cemal Erkin, Adnan Saygun ve Faz | §iayp derledii parcalarla gecemize renk

katt .

Gecenin dier buyuk ilgi ceken olay ise Guvencg ve Burk Ork&'stn n ceitli Tirk ark lar ndan
olu an canl muzikleriyle herkesi cturmalar yd . Tim gece boyunca dans pisti hi¢ kalmad
diyebiliriz. Gecenin resimlerini internet sitemizgdérebirisiniz.

Ve son olarakta TAAM bu gecede yap lan c¢eléli gelirini Turkiye'deki k z ¢cocuklar n yiksek
0 retime katl mn artrmay amaclayan yard m derin®aba Beni Okula Génder’ i¢in, 1,100
Dolar akn bag toplad. Bu seneki cekilioduilleri otel konaklamas, restoran ve raalara
hediye kuponlar ndan ucak biletine kadar ged@anlardayd . Cekilimize ba ta bulanan ki ve
kurulu lara teekkur ederiz. Internet sitemizde baa bulananlar n tim listesini gorebilirsiniz.
Gecenin sunuculwnu ve cekilii baaryla gerceklgiren Sayn Ahmet Akal'a tekkir

ediyoruz.

Cumbhuriyet Bayram kutlamalar srasnda son g y Derneimizin bakanl

n Ozveriyle

yapan Say n Serpil Metin'e tekkir etme frsatn bulduk. Turk-Amerikan toplultna verdii
de erli hizmetlerden dolay kendisine minnetar z. TAANInetim kurulu kendisine yard mlar ve
gosterdii sonsuz cabalar igin bir tekkdr ilti sundu. Teekkurler Serpil!

Ramazan Bayrami Celebration and
Student Welcome Event

The event was held at the University of
Minnesota Coffman Union. TAAM families
and TASA students joined together for a
nice day of celebration. TAAM catered the
event and guests brought homemade food as
well. We shared good stories, listened to
Turkish music and best of all tasted
delicious food.

With your participation, we look forward to

another great get together to celebrate
Ramazan Bayrami in 2009.
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Ramazan Bayrami Kutlamasi ve
Ogrencilere Hosgeldin Etkinligi

Bu toplant Minnesota Universitesi Coffman
Union’da gercekldirildi. TAAM aileleri ve
TASA 6 rencileri kutlamalar i¢i biraraya
geldiler. TAAM yiyecek ve icecekleri temin
ederken  konuklarmzda ev yapm
ikramlar yla lezzet katt lar. Boylelikle guzel
yiyecekler eli inde sohbet edip Turk
muzi i dinledik.

Hepinizin katlmyla 2009 ylnda da
yeniden Ramazan Bayramnda beraber
olmay Umit ediyoruz.




Other Events

TAAM Board of Directors and several members visited offices of Sen. Norm Coleman and
Democrat Al Franken several weeks before the Noeer2008 elections to talk to their staff and
introduce our organization and discuss issues, |@m@ of the Turkish American community

living in Minnesota. We intend to take a similarpapach with other elected representatives to
voice the opinion of Turkish community in issuesportant to the foreign relations of the

Turkiye.

Also in 2009, we intent to become a federal norfipemd gain the 501c status. Currently we are
working with student attorneys from the William kliell College of Law to make this happen.
The 501c status will allow TAAM to raise greater amts of funds to take on even greater
challenges in the community to help make Minnegwtn a better place to live in for the Turkish
American community and increase their connectedioet®e state.

Diger Etkinliklerimiz

2008 Kasm ay secimlerinden ksa bir sire Once nesota'da yaayan Turk Amerikan
toplulu unun sorunlar n ve konular n tarp TAAM' tan tmak Gzere yonetim kurulu ve bir ¢cok
Uyem z Senatdér Norm Coleman ve Demokrat Senatty alaFranken’ n ofislerine ziyarette
bulundular. Segilen temsilcilerle Turkiye'nin dili kileri a¢sndan ©6nem taan Turk
toplulu unun dudncelerini dile getirmek amacyla yine ayn yaktada bulunarak temasa
gecmeyi planl yoruz.

Ayrca 2009 ylnda 501 C statist alarak Federat Kanac Gitmeyen bir dernek olmay
amacl yoruz. William Mitchell Hukuk Fakiiltesi tenci avukatlar araclyla halen bu konu
Uzerinde ¢almaktay z. 501 C statlisit TAAM’ n gelir imkanlariniterarak ve neticesinde daha
blylk sorumluluklar alarak Minnesota'tada ggan Turklere kolayl klar sunarak bu eyaletle
ba larn salamlatrmas n salamayi hedeflenmektedir.

Get to Know Your 2009-2010 TAAM Board of Directors(TAAM Yonetim Kurulu)

Engin Kalayci (President / Baskan)

Belma Erdogan-Haug (Vice-President / Baskan Yargimnc
Can Okandan (Treasurer / Haznedar)

Gulsen Zeren (Secretary / Sekreter)

Meral Atay (Social Chair)

Aylin Jepsen (Fundraising Chair)

Pinar Akal (Publicity Chair)

Cem Yurttas (Advisor)

Isil Yavuz (Student Representative — TASA President
Serpil Metin (Past President)

Details of the elections held in January 2009 eafobnd on our websiteyww.TAAM.org
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TAAM 2008 Finances / TAAM 2008 Finansal Durumu(presented in English)

TAAM 2008 Finances
(Cash Basis)

Amount
Year beginning balance $ 6,015.65
Year ending balance $ 6,123.24
Revenue
Event Sales $ 14,370.15
Appreciation Dinner Guest Tickets $ -
Childrens Day Ticket Sales $ -
FON $ 8,835.15
Café Sales $ 8,835.15
Republic Day $ 5,535.00
Misc Sales $ 97.00
Ticket Sales $ 5,438.00
Donations Received (for Education in Turkey) $ 1,124.00
Membership Dues $ 1,377.50
Total Revenue $ 16,871.65
Expenses
Event Expenses $ (14,271.24)
Childrens Day $ (323.17)
Tea Socials $ (275.42)
FON $  (5,553.90)
Café $  (5,168.91)
Exhibit $ (479.99)
FON General Expenses * $ 95.00
July Picnic $ (340.21)
Ramazan Picnic $ (622.38)
Republic Day $ (6,166.25)
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner $ (989.91)
Donations (to Education in Turkey) ** $ (1,124.00)
Bank Charges $ (24.50)
Costumes $ (201.56)
Administration $ (721.76)
PO Box $ (68.00)
General Printing / Mailing $ (87.00)
Internet $ (335.75)
Storage Rental $ (120.00)
General Supplies $ (111.01)
2007 Sales Tax $ (421.00)
Total Expenses $ (16,764.06)
GRAND TOTAL $ 107.59

* Excess payment in 2007 reimbursed in 2008
** Donation to Education in Turkey to be sent in Feb $ 1,124.00

CD

Account Renewed 12/22/2008
Renewal Balance $ 11,764.97
Maturity Date 6/22/2009
Interest 1.34%
Balance at Maturity (est) $ 11,844.00
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