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           July, 2006 
 
Hello TAAM Members, 
 
It has been another very active several months since our last Sohbet newsletter. We’ve tried to 
summarize our activities in the pages that follow this brief introduction. The momentum and energy we’ve 
been carrying from last year has fueled us to many successful events so far this year. Our volunteer 
participation was the biggest source of our success along with the leadership of many TAAM members 
with the event organization. 
 
While we’re very happy and satisfied about all the events to-date, there’re yet many events that we’ve 
already started working on in order to serve to the Turkish-American community in Minnesota to the best 
we can. And as always, we are counting on the volunteerism and participation of our members to make 
this organization even more successful. With that, we want you to browse these pages and read the 
summaries from a number of activities that took place this year. 
 
Have a very happy summer and we hope to see you in our next event, picnic on July 9th! 
 
TAAM Board 
 
Kurban Bayrami Celebration, January 15, 2006:  The event was held at Daria’s Mediterranean Deli and 
Café.  Between 2:00 and 5:00 a bigger than expected group of more than 80 people joined us. TAAM 
members, their families, and friends gathered to taste Daria’s delicious appetizers, borek, lahmacun, 
humus wrap, stuffed grape leaves, baklava, along with of course, Turkish tea and coffee. Turkish music 
completed our setting and conversation. With your attendance, we look forward to another get together to 
celebrate Kurban Bayrami next year. 
 

 
 
Sunday Brunch, March 12, 2006:  This year’s spring Sunday brunch was held at Enjoy Restaurant in 
Apple Valley. Approximately 45 TAAM members and their families attended the event. The buffet style 
brunch was very well received by the people attending the event, especially the chocolate fountain and 
fondue was a delight for chocolate lovers. 
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National Sovereignty & Children’s Day celebration, April 23, 2006:  The event was held at Saint Paul 
Academy party room. We had a great day. More than 60 people of all ages attended the celebration. Kids 
showed their talent and creativity by drawing pictures and writing essays. It was fun to see their excited 
faces. The children enjoyed Kids Dance music band. They danced their hearts out and got presents for it. 
Some adults were also spotted dancing to the tunes!! Some of the kids enjoyed the playground. Older 
children got to play basketball while younger ones kept themselves busy with arts and crafts. We also had 
TAAM kids folklore dance and got to preview their great new folklore outfits. Their dance was very well 
done. We had pizza, cake, drinks and enjoyed the potato salad brought by Nuvit Alagok. We got to 
celebrate our Children’s Day with friends and family on a sunny, warm and fun day. 
 

 
 
Festival of Nations, May 4-7, 2006: TAAM had a very successful year again in 2006 at the Festival of 
Nations. We participated in many events from adult and children folk dances to Turkish café and Exhibit 
Booth and Bazaar. Many thanks to everyone participated and made this event success and fun. We could 
not have done without you!  
 
The judges for the Exhibit area rewarded our efforts by awarding TAAM with one of the four Excellence 
Awards for our Grand Bazaar (Kapali Carsi) exhibit.  
 
We also had great success in our Café, including a rich menu featuring nine food items (Lahmacun, borek 
with spinach and feta cheese filling, Tantuni, Meze platter with hummus and carrot yogurt dip, Stuffed 
grape leaves, Bean salad, Baklava, Mosaic cake, and five drink choices (Turkish coffee, Apple tea, Hot 
tea, Sahlep and Lemonade). We completed the weekend with great sales.  All the food items were 
prepared at Caspian Bistro on May 1st by many volunteers.  
 
Café, Exhibit and Dance Leaders: Serpil Metin, Esra Riggs, Nergis Peterson and Cem Yurttas spent 
countless hours organizing the Festival. As a result of this dedication of our volunteers and leaders, we 
efficiently and effectively represented our country, culture, traditions, food and dances. Thanks to Sahin 
Isik for running the Bazaar. 
 
During the Festival we received great feedback and helpful suggestions from volunteers.  Most people 
commented that the Festival was a great event because it allowed them to get to know each other, work 
together for the same purpose, and many of you wished to take part in a large event.  
 
The theme for this year’s cultural exhibit was local markets.  We have created a mini "Grand Bazaar" in 
our cultural exhibit booth. Not only were we able to inform the public about the Grand Bazaar but we were 
also successful in giving each person who visited our booth a sense of having actually visited the Bazaar. 
We have talked about our "cini"s, copper etching works, carpets and kilims and the traditions behind 
them. We talked about the history of the Bazaar and history of our people, our country, and our past, 
present and future. The public interest in our exhibit was enormous. It was a joy to run into people who 
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had already visited Turkey or know of Turkey in depth. It was an equal pleasure to provide the first real 
introduction of others to our colorful culture. Our exhibit won one of the four Excellence Awards awarded 
each year. We had wonderful feedback from the jurors. They have singled us out for being the most 
informative and the best attended exhibit booth. Our volunteers were not only knowledgeable but also 
very passionate about the culture and sharing it with the audience. We would like to extend a special 
thanks to all the volunteers who put in time at the cultural exhibit, every one who helped put up and take 
down the exhibit and all of the people who generously lent us traditional items from their homes. Thanks 
to all of you the quality of our exhibit was extremely high. Each item on our display was captivating and 
our volunteer guides presented our culture and the stories behind each item with high energy and 
excitement. We worked very hard, we worked with love and with pride. It was a very rewarding and fun 
experience for all of us.  
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Volunteer Appreciation Dinner, June 4, 2006:  This event honors all volunteers and is invite only for 
volunteers, their family and guests. It was held on Sunday, June 4th at Istanbul Bistro. We enjoyed 
Istanbul Bistro’s great food menu and hospitality. It was a great get together and we wanted to thank all 
volunteers for their help and support. Please keep up your support and so that we can work as a 
community and enjoy all the work we do together. 
 
Welcome Party for Law School Students, June 19, 200 6: William Mitchell College of Law has 
coordinated a summer study program for a group of Turkish law student and attorneys.  They gave a 
reception on June 19 for the students. TAAM has helped William Mitchell to organize the reception by 
supplying a slide show about Turkey and entertaining the guests with our folk dances. School faculty and 
staff, students and TAAM representatives enjoyed delicious Turkish foods and folklore dances. 
 
Upcoming Events:  

  
 • July Picnic  

�� This free potluck event is open to members and non-members, students and children.  
�� When: Sunday, July 9, 2006 from  11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
�� Where: Highland Park, Bloomington, MN  

 
Special Thanks –   
 
Donors: Many thanks to Caspian Bistro- Your thoughtfulness and consideration given to this 
organization is greatly appreciated.  
 
Memberships: We are a nonprofit, cultural organization and supported by our members. Please continue 
to support us. We want to thank all of our paid members for renewing their memberships. Your 
promptness and continued commitment to TAAM is duly noted and helps Board Members better serve 
you and the organization as a whole.  
 
Volunteers: TAAM thanks its many volunteers for all of your hard work and energy. This organization 
would not be able to hold as many successful events as it does, without your help!  
 
Many thanks to our leaders and volunteers for…  
 
Kurban Bayrami: Deniz Kalayci, Esra Riggs, Teslime Davies and our hosts, Derya & Batu at Daria’s 
Café.  
 
“March” Into Spring Brunch: Pinar Akal, Teslime Davies and Esra Riggs  
 
Children’s Day:  Pinar Tutuncu and Pinar Akal 
 
Festival of Nations: Selcuk Adabag, Pinar Akal, Ahmet Akal, Lara and Ela Akal, Eyup Akgun, Nuvit 
Alagok, Efe Alagok, Inanc Alagok,Gayle Aldrich, Fatmagul Ardic, Stephanie Arpinar, Seyide Arpinar, 
Meral Atay, Katy Ayaz, Atiye Ayaz, Hatice Bilgic, Brenda Can, Karen Celepli, Sibel Ciddi, Can Cinbis, 
Mesude Cingilli, Faruk Cingilli, Sinan Cingilli,Glen Corliss,  Teslime Davies, Ali Dinc, Sabiha Dinc, Jale 
Dogan, Soner Dogan, Hassan Elbe,Mason Elt, Feride Erku, Evren Eryurek, Nancy Fetzek, Hilal Gudul, 
Naim Gudul, Erin Gudul, Suzi Hanson, Figen Haugen, Esra ve Cetin Kadioglu, Deniz Kalayci, Engin 
Kalayci, Nilcan Kalpak, Ozan Kalpak, Gul Kanber, Merve Kavaklioglu, Gulru Keten, Fatih Kinoglu, 
Barbara Davis Kinoglu, Hicri Koroglu, Nezahat Koroglu,  Sera Koroglu, Barbara Kurtoglu, Serpil Metin, 
Can Okandan, Suna Ozdemir, Ali Ozdemir, Asya Ozdemir, Gulcin Ozel, Kaya Petersen, Tijen Petersen, 
Arzu Petersen, Nergis Petersen, Steve Petersen, Esra Riggs, Trent Riggs, Karen Seal Grafe, Can Serim, 
Zeynep Serim, Ilgin Sezer and her grandmother, Ipek Uzer Stephenson,Rafet Tadik  Zehra Tanberk, 
Batur Tarhan, Nurcan Tosun, Pinar Tutuncu, Ahmet Tutuncu, Emre Tutuncu, Erkan and Hande Tuzel,,Asli 
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Ucer and her mother, Orhan Ucer, Zekeriya Yargici, Nese Yurttas, Cem Yurttas and Istanbul Bistro for 
their help in cooking, providing supplies, setup, exhibit and café.  
 
Special thanks to Hasan Ejakh and his brothers from Caspian Café who opened up their kitchen free of 
charge, entire facility and provided us with immense help, courtesy and assistance before, during and 
after the Festival.  
 
Note: Your TAAM membership fees, donations, your mi leage during the volunteer events, parking 
fees are all tax deductible for the next year.  
 
Other TAAM Events…  
 
One of our goals is to establish TAAM as well recognized and point of resource in the State of MN.  Here 
are some examples of how we are working to accomplish this goal. 
 

�� We are working with schools in our neighborhoods to represent Turkey.  For example, in January 
2006 Ipek Stephenson and Serpil Metin went to an elementary school in Edina and had great time 
with 2nd and 4th grade students while teaching them about Turkey. 

 
�� Minnesota International Center (MIC) approached us in last March to meet their visitors from 

Germany as a part of study of US Department of State on minorities in developing countries.  A 
minority group including four Turkish people from Germany has visited MIC as a part of their 
program.  Serpil Metin, Esra Riggs, Ahmet Tutuncu and Ahmet Akal met them and exchanged 
knowledge of being residents in USA and Germany. 

 
If you would like to participate in TAAM events and/or have ideas about what TAAM may do, please let us 
know at “contact us” link at www.taam.org 
 
2005 Financial Report 
 
The financial report has been available on TAAM website since April and was included in the meeting 
minutes of TAAM Board meeting dated back in April 9th, 2006. Esra Riggs has prepared this summary. As 
you can see from the tables below, the net income was $2,290.64. About $1,100.00 of this income was a 
direct result of the consulting services provided by Evren Eryurek and Serpil Metin to a company that 
specializes in preparing people going overseas, culturally and socially. Evren and Serpil have helped 
them train several people assigned to jobs in Turkish offices of their multi-national companies. The same 
company has contacted us this year as well for similar consulting sessions and we’re helping TAAM’s 
financial bottomline by executing these requests. 
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