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Mission
• Turkish American Association of Minnesota (TAAM) is a non-profit organization dedicated to fostering a better understanding of the Turkish Culture.
• We strive to introduce our American friends to Turkish culture while providing an opportunity to get to know one another through our participation in cultural events like:

– Minnesota Festival of Nations, 
– social and dinner gatherings, 
– holiday celebrations, 
– volunteer activities 



2007-2008 TAAM Board of Directors
• Serpil Metin (President)

• Engin Kalayci (Vice-President)

• Can Okandan (Treasurer)

• Cem Yurttas (Secretary)

• Pinar Tutuncu (Social Chair)

• Teslime Davies (Fundraising Chair)

• Lisa Vervena (Publicity Chair)

• Nergis Petersen (Advisor)

• Isil Yavuz (Student Representative –TASA President)

• Evren Eryurek (Past President)



A Recap of the Social Events 
of 2007 & 2008 Calendar Years



2007 Events Calendar

• Social Hour – February
• Children’s Day – April
• Festival of Nations – May
• Volunteer Appreciation Dinner – June
• Summer  Picnic – July 
• Ramazan Bayrami- October  
• Student Welcome Social – October
• Republic Day Celebration – November 



2008 Events Calendar
• Social Hour – February  and  March 
• Children’s Day – April 
• Festival of Nations – May 
• Volunteer Appreciation Dinner – June
• Summer  Picnic – July 
• Ramazan Bayrami  and Student Welcome Social –

October 
• Republic Day Celebration – November



Other Notes
• TAAM Board of Directors and volunteers met with Sen. Norm Coleman’s staff working on foreign and public affairs in Fall 2008
• TAAM Board of Directors and volunteers also met with the office of Al Franken in Fall 2008 before the elections in November 2008
• These meetings were in large part dedicated to raising awareness of the presence, activities and issues of Turkish Americans living in Minnesota
• TAAM hosted Consul General of Turkey in Chicago, Honorable Kenan Ipek as guest of honor during Republic Day celebration and next day during an informal breakfast to exchange ideas about Turkish-American relations and discuss methods for collaboration



Membership Analysis
of

Calendar Years of 2007 and 2008



Based on Households
Currently 12 households hold lifetime memberships.
In 2007, $2,150 was recorded as income from membership 
dues, from 62 households some of which became lifetime 
members.
In 2008, only $1,378 was recorded as income, from 50 
households, who became eligible to vote in 2009 elections 
along with the lifetime members.
Currently, the membership base has records of over 200 
households and our email list reaches nearly 250 
addresses. Given the number of households receiving our 
communications, it is clear that TAAM is having difficulty 
motivating its membership base to send in their dues.



Financial Analysis
of

Calendar Years of 2007 and 2008



2007 & 2008 Revenues

$     16,871.65 $     15,252.26 Total Revenue
$       1,377.50 $       2,150.00 Membership Dues
$       1,124.00 $       1,900.00 Donations Received (incl. Mehmetcik Vakfi donations)
$       5,438.00 $       4,437.00 Ticket Sales
$           97.00 $           37.00 Misc Sales
$       5,535.00 $       4,474.00 Republic Day
$       8,835.15 $       6,475.76 Café Sales
$       8,835.15 $       6,475.76 FON
$                -$          140.00 Childrens Day Ticket Sales
$                -$          112.50 Appreciation Dinner Guest Tickets
$     14,370.15 $     11,202.26 Event Sales

20082007Revenue



2007 & 2008 Expenses

$         (201.56)$                -Costumes
$          (24.50)$         (111.05)Bank Charges
$      (1,124.00)$      (1,500.00)Donations (Mehmetcik Vakfi in 07, Education in Turkey3 in 08)
$         (989.91)$         (629.08)Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
$      (6,166.25)$      (5,148.26)Republic Day
$         (622.38)$         (297.93)Ramazan Picnic
$         (340.21)$         (350.46)July Picnic
$           95.00 $         (190.00)FON General Expenses 2
$         (479.99)$         (329.08)Exhibit
$      (5,168.91)$      (3,862.07)Café 1

$      (5,553.90)$      (4,381.15)FON
$         (275.42)$                -Tea Socials
$         (323.17)$         (928.17)Childrens Day
$    (14,271.24)$    (11,735.05)Event Expenses

20082007Expenses



2007 & 2008 Expenses (continued)

$       1,124.00 3. Donation to Education in Turkey to be sent in Feb
2. Excess payment in 2007 reimbursed in 2008

$      (1,600.00)1. 2006 Caspian charges (for FON) paid in 2007

$    (16,764.06)$    (14,370.21)Total Expenses
$         (421.00)$         (450.00)Sales Tax
$         (111.01)$          (28.03)General Supplies
$         (120.00)$         (397.00)Storage Rental
$         (335.75)$                -Website
$          (87.00)$          (77.08)General Printing / Mailing
$          (68.00)$          (72.00)PO Box
$         (721.76)$         (574.11)Administration

20082007Expenses



2007 & 2008 Financial Overview and 
CD Account Details

2007 2008
Year beginning balance $6,734 $6,016
Year ending balance $6,016 $6,123

CD
Account Renewed 12/22/2007 12/22/2008
Renewal Balance 11,472.75$        11,764.97$         
Maturity Date 6/22/2008 6/22/2009
Interest 3.39% 1.34%
Balance at Maturity (est) 11,668.00$        11,844.00$         



Donations to Charities in Turkey

2007 donation to Mehmetcik Vakfi in the 
amount of $1,500
2008 donation to Baba Beni Okula Gonder
Kampanyasi in the amount of $1,124 (to 
be made in Feb 2009)



A Big Thank You

TAAM Members
TAAM Board of Directors

TAAM Volunteers

And a Special Thanks to our outgoing president
Ms. Serpil Metin for her dedicated work to
realize the mission and charter of Turkish 
American Association of Minnesota



Meeting Minutes and 
Elections Results



Attendees
• Can Okandan
• Erhan Onal
• Gulsen Zeren
• Erol Zeren
• Meral Atay
• Zekeriya Yargici
• Mesude Cingilli
• Faruk Cingilli
• Sinan Cingilli
• Serpil Metin

• Aylin Jepsen
• Engin Kalayci
• Nese Yurttas
• Tulin Yargici
• Figen Haugen
• Ercan Intepe
• Hasan Albasan
• Digdem Albasan
• Bilgehan Nas
• Nergis Petersen
• Belma Erdogan-Haug

* Serpil Metin presented 54 proxies given by members eligible to vote in the elections (2008 
calendar year paid members), Engin Kalayci presented 1 proxy, Nese Yurttas presented 1 proxy 
and Belma Erdogan-Haug presented 3 proxies



Meeting Minutes
• Zekeriya Yargici mentioned that it is necessary to continue 

the membership with ATAA. He proposed that TAAM do 
pay annual membership fees of $250.

• Erol Zeren mentioned that membership dues of the TAAM 
members, can be paid in greater participation if a calling 
list is done. Nese Yurttas mentioned that for every event 
invitation email sent-out, it should be reminded that 
membership dues are to be paid. Meral Atay suggested 
that membership dues should go up. Faruk Cingilli
mentioned that maybe the membership dues should be 
organized in a tier-level: different dues for different levels 
of membership.

• Zekeriya Yargici proposed that TAAM organize “Turkish 
Dinner” especially to bring in American friends to raise 
funds and inform them of Turkish traditions and foods. 
Such event has been organized in the 1990s.



Meeting Minutes
• Faruk Cingilli mentioned that there should be a task 

force looking at feasibility of establishing a Turkish 
House in Minnesota.

• Faruk Cingilli mentioned that the TAAM website 
should be enriched to include issues and views 
related to Turkish foreign relations and issues.

• Serpil Metin mentioned about conducting surveys to 
understand whether the membership body would 
make donations to support a large initiative such as a 
Turkish House etc.

• Mesude Cingilli proposed that the bylaws be 
examined to introduce an election system that will 
require that nominations are requested and circulated 
within the voting body prior to the elections.



2009 and 2010 Board of Directors
Board of Directors were elected with 76 yes, 1 no and 1 absent 
vote

• President – Engin Kalayci
• Vice-President – Belma Erdogan
• Treasurer - Can Okandan
• Secretary – Gulsen Zeren
• Advisor – Cem Yurttas
• Social Chair – Meral Atay
• Past President – Serpil Metin
• Publicity Chair – Pinar Akal
• Festival Chair – Teslime Davies
• Fundraising Chair – Aylin Jepsen
• Student Representative – President of TASA



2009 Preliminary Calendar of Events
• Spring Social – Saturday March 21st
• Children’s Day – Saturday, April 25th
• Festival of Nations – April 30th – May 3rd 
• Volunteer Appreciation – Saturday, June 6th
• 4th of July Picnic – Saturday, July 11th
• Student Welcome and Ramazan Bayrami – Sunday September 20th
• Republic Day Dinner – November 7th
• Kurban Bayrami – Sunday December 6th
• New Year’s Party – to be determined

• On behalf of the new board of directors, Engin Kalayci mentioned
that TAAM will also focus on inviting and bringing speakers that
will discuss or present about issues ranging from foreign relations 
matters to issues with historical context and importance for Turkey



Thank you for those attending the meeting

and

Thank you for all your support and 
volunteering efforts to make

Turkish American Association of Minnesota
a success in our community


